
1 MAY ASSAM TRIBUNE EDITORIAL ANALYSIS: Analyse the key political

trends emerging from the 2026 Assam Assembly elections and their

implications for the State’s political landscape. GS 2

www.pragyanxetu.com

The 2026 Assembly elections in Assam reflect a nuanced political transition marked by

continuity with emerging competitive equilibrium. Exit poll trends indicate a likely return of

the Bharatiya Janata Party-led government, though without an overwhelming mandate.

A central factor is leadership consolidation under Himanta Biswa Sarma, whose governance

narrative has shaped electoral perception. However, underlying economic concerns—such as

unemployment and rising costs—have limited the expansion of electoral support, indicating a

gap between acceptance and enthusiasm.

Identity politics continues to play a significant yet complex role. While issues of land, culture,

and demographics have consolidated support for the ruling party, they have also triggered

counter-mobilisation among other groups, leading to competitive electoral dynamics.

Another notable trend is the relative coherence of the opposition, with leaders like Gaurav

Gogoi contributing to a more structured challenge. Though not unified, this alignment has

prevented fragmentation of anti-incumbency votes.

The election also highlights the entrenchment of alliance politics, necessitated by Assam’s

diverse socio-ethnic composition. Welfare schemes and strong organisational networks have

stabilised the ruling party’s base, while high voter turnout indicates broader political

engagement.

Thus, the election signals a shift from dominance to consolidation, with a maturing

democratic landscape characterised by competitive balance rather than one-sided political

control.



2 MAY ASSAM TRIBUNE EDITORIAL ANALYSIS: Artificial Intelligence is

emerging as an “invisible political actor” in modern democracies.

Critically analyse its impact on political processes with special

reference to Assam. GS 2

www.pragyanxetu.com

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has transformed politics from a traditional, physically driven activity

to a digitally mediated process. Platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube use

algorithmic systems to shape information flows, thereby influencing public opinion—the core

of democratic politics.

AI enhances governance through improved service delivery, law enforcement, and data-

driven policymaking. It enables targeted political communication, allowing parties to reach

specific voter groups efficiently. In regions like Assam, AI-driven tools such as Large

Language Models facilitate outreach in diverse languages like Assamese, Bodo, and tribal

dialects, strengthening political engagement.

However, AI also raises critical concerns. Algorithmic bias and echo chambers can distort

democratic debate by promoting selective information. The rise of deepfakes, fake news, and

automated propaganda undermines electoral integrity, especially during sensitive pre-

election periods. The use of AI for micro-targeting blurs the line between persuasion and

manipulation, questioning whether voter choices remain truly autonomous.

Furthermore, AI-driven political participation—through likes, shares, and online trends—may

create an illusion of engagement without substantive deliberation.

To address these challenges, regulatory frameworks ensuring transparency, accountability of

algorithms, and digital literacy are essential. Strengthening fact-checking mechanisms and

ethical guidelines for AI use in elections is equally important.

Thus, while AI expands democratic participation and efficiency, it simultaneously reconfigures

power structures, necessitating careful governance to safeguard democratic integrity.



3 May ASSAM TRIBUNE EDITORIAL ANALYSIS: The commissioning of

INS Aridhaman marks a significant step in India’s nuclear deterrence

capability. Analyse its strategic importance in the context of India’s

nuclear doctrine. GS 3

www.pragyanxetu.com

The commissioning of INS Aridhaman represents a major advancement in India’s sea-based

nuclear deterrence. As part of the Arihant-class under the Advanced Technology Vessel (ATV)

programme, it strengthens the most survivable leg of India’s nuclear triad—land, air, and sea.

The strategic significance of SSBNs lies in their stealth and survivability. Unlike land-based

missiles or aircraft, submarines can remain concealed underwater, ensuring a credible

second-strike capability even after a first strike by adversaries. This reinforces India’s No First

Use policy by guaranteeing assured retaliation.

INS Aridhaman enhances this capability with improved design and greater missile capacity.

Equipped with multiple launch tubes capable of carrying longer-range K-4 submarine-

launched ballistic missiles, it expands India’s strike range and operational flexibility. From

positions such as the Bay of Bengal, it can effectively cover strategic targets, thereby

strengthening deterrence credibility.

Importantly, Aridhaman moves India closer to achieving Continuous At-Sea Deterrence

(CASD), wherein at least one nuclear submarine remains on patrol at all times. This ensures

uninterrupted deterrence and reduces vulnerability to surprise attacks.

Thus, INS Aridhaman signifies the transition of India’s nuclear programme from basic triad

completion to a mature and resilient deterrence posture, enhancing national security in a

complex geopolitical environment.



4 MAY ASSAM TRIBUNE EDITORIAL ANALYSIS: Freedom of the press is

essential for a healthy democracy, yet it faces increasing challenges.

Discuss the role of media in a democracy and analyse the threats to

press freedom in India. GS 2

www.pragyanxetu.com

Freedom of the press is a cornerstone of democracy in India, where the media functions as

the “fourth pillar,” ensuring accountability, transparency, and informed citizen participation.

By reporting facts, exposing corruption, and highlighting both grievances and achievements,

the media strengthens democratic governance and safeguards human rights.

The role of media extends beyond information dissemination. It acts as a watchdog over the

legislature, executive, and judiciary, facilitates public debate, and amplifies diverse voices in

a plural society. A vibrant media ecosystem—spanning print, television, and digital

platforms—reflects the country’s socio-cultural diversity and supports participatory

democracy.

However, recent incidents such as attacks on journalists and suppression of publications

highlight growing threats to press freedom. Physical intimidation, censorship, political

pressure, and economic constraints undermine independent journalism. The rise of

misinformation and digital manipulation further complicates the media landscape, affecting

credibility and public trust.

Additionally, concentration of media ownership and declining editorial independence pose

structural challenges. At the grassroots level, journalists often face security risks while

performing their duties.

Addressing these issues requires strengthening legal protections for journalists, ensuring

institutional independence, promoting ethical journalism, and enhancing digital literacy

among citizens.

Thus, preserving press freedom is vital not only for democratic functioning but also for

ensuring that citizens can access unbiased information and hold power accountable.



5 May ASSAM TRIBUNE EDITORIAL ANALYSIS: 2026 Assam Assembly

elections reflect a shift from competitive politics to dominant-party

consolidation. Critically analyse the key trends and their implications

for democracy GS 5

www.pragyanxetu.com

The 2026 Assembly elections in Assam mark a decisive transition in the State’s political

landscape—from competitive pluralism to dominant-party consolidation. The Bharatiya Janata

Party-led alliance securing a third consecutive term signifies political continuity and structural

advantage rather than mere electoral victory.

A key factor shaping this outcome is delimitation (2023), which reconfigured constituency

demographics, enhancing representation of Scheduled Tribes and altering electoral balances.

The ruling alliance appears to have adapted more effectively to this new political geography.

High voter turnout, especially the increased participation of women, reflects the growing

influence of welfare-oriented politics and gendered electoral mobilisation.

Another major trend is opposition fragmentation. Unlike the relatively unified front in 2021,

the absence of cohesive alliances in 2026 led to vote division, enabling the ruling party to

secure victories even without overwhelming majorities.

Ideologically, the fusion of identity politics with welfare delivery has expanded the ruling

party’s appeal across diverse social groups. This has redefined traditional Assamese political

narratives within a broader national framework.

However, the emergence of a dominant-party system raises concerns regarding democratic

quality. Reduced electoral competition may weaken institutional checks and marginalise

minority voices.

Thus, while the election ensures political stability, sustaining democratic vibrancy will depend

on strengthening opposition, institutional autonomy, and inclusive governance.



6 May Assam Tribune editorial analysis: Despite rapid economic

growth, Assam faces structural developmental challenges. Analyse

the major priorities before the new government after the 2026

Assembly elections. Paper III – Indian Economy & Devt

www.pragyanxetu.com

The 2026 Assembly elections in Assam marked a major political consolidation, with the BJP-

led NDA securing a third consecutive term. Alongside political stability, the State now faces

the challenge of converting high economic growth into inclusive and sustainable

development.

A major priority is industrialisation. Although Assam’s GSDP expanded significantly, the

economy remains heavily dependent on agriculture, which employs nearly half the

population while contributing a shrinking share to GSDP. The manufacturing sector remains

weak. Projects such as the Tata semiconductor plant at Jagiroad can become catalysts for

electronics and component-based industries, generating employment and improving per

capita income.

The second priority is climate resilience. Recurring floods continue to inflict heavy economic

losses through damage to crops, infrastructure, and livelihoods. Long-term measures such as

scientific river management, dredging, climate-resilient infrastructure, and erosion control

are essential. Assam’s forest resources can also be monetised through carbon credit

mechanisms to support environmental management.

The third priority is human capital development. There exists a mismatch between graduate

output and industry requirements. Skill development in emerging sectors such as AI,

renewable energy, and food processing is necessary. Healthcare quality also requires

improvement, especially in reducing maternal and infant mortality rates.

Thus, Assam’s future growth depends on balancing industrial expansion, climate adaptation,

and human resource development to ensure inclusive and resilient progress.



7 May Assam Tribune editorial analysis: Rising global crude oil prices

pose a major challenge to India’s fiscal and economic stability.

Discuss. GS Paper III – Indian Economy

www.pragyanxetu.com

India’s heavy dependence on imported crude oil makes it highly vulnerable to global energy

disruptions. The recent rise in crude oil prices due to tensions around the Strait of Hormuz

has intensified concerns regarding inflation, fiscal stability and economic growth.

High crude prices widen the current account deficit as India imports nearly 85% of its oil

needs. Increased import bills weaken the rupee and create pressure on foreign exchange

reserves. Rising fuel costs also trigger cost-push inflation by increasing transportation,

manufacturing and food prices. This reduces household purchasing power and adversely

affects consumption demand.

The fiscal burden on the government also rises significantly. To protect vulnerable sections,

the government may resort to excise duty cuts, LPG subsidies and fertiliser support, which

complicates fiscal consolidation targets. Simultaneously, the Reserve Bank of India faces a

policy dilemma between controlling inflation and sustaining growth.

The crisis further exposes India’s structural dependence on fossil fuels and geopolitical

vulnerabilities linked to West Asian supply routes. Persistent high oil prices may even create

stagflationary conditions characterised by slow growth and high inflation.

To address these challenges, India must adopt targeted Direct Benefit Transfers instead of

broad subsidies, strengthen GST efficiency and protect productive capital expenditure.

Expanding strategic petroleum reserves, diversifying import sources and promoting

renewable energy, electric mobility and green hydrogen are essential for long-term

resilience.

Thus, energy security and fiscal prudence must operate together to ensure sustainable

economic stability in an increasingly uncertain global environment.



8 May Assam Tribune editorial analysis: The reconstruction of the

Somnath Temple represents not only religious revival but also the

resurgence of India’s civilisational consciousness. Examine. GS Paper I

– Indian Culture

www.pragyanxetu.com

The reconstruction of the Somnath Temple after Independence symbolised India’s cultural

resurgence and the restoration of civilisational pride. Repeatedly destroyed and rebuilt

across centuries, Somnath became a powerful emblem of resilience, continuity and national

self-confidence.

Historically, Somnath represented India’s enduring spiritual and cultural traditions. Despite

repeated invasions and destruction, the temple continued to survive in public memory and

devotion. The contributions of rulers, saints and local communities in rebuilding the shrine

reflected the collective determination to preserve cultural identity. Figures such as Raja

Bhoja, Ahilyabai Holkar and the Solanki rulers played an important role in maintaining this

continuity.

After Independence, the restoration of Somnath under the leadership of Sardar Vallabhbhai

Patel carried deeper national significance. It represented the transition from colonial

humiliation to cultural self-assertion. The inauguration of the restored temple by Rajendra

Prasad in 1951 reinforced the idea that India’s modern nationhood was rooted in an ancient

civilisational ethos.

The Somnath experience also highlights the broader idea of “Vikas Bhi, Virasat Bhi”, where

development is combined with heritage conservation. Improved infrastructure and pilgrimage

connectivity around spiritual centres strengthen tourism, local livelihoods and cultural

integration.

Thus, Somnath stands not merely as a temple but as a living symbol of India’s unity,

resilience and unbroken civilisational spirit.



9 May Assam Tribune editorial analysis: Rabindranath Tagore’s

literary works present love as a medium of freedom, self-realisation

and emotional dignity rather than mere social obligation. Discussion

with suitable examples. GS 1

www.pragyanxetu.com

Rabindranath Tagore portrayed love not merely as romance but as a deeply human

experience connected with freedom, individuality and emotional growth. His literary works

challenged rigid social norms and highlighted the importance of mutual respect and self-

awareness in relationships.

In Ghare-Baire, Tagore explored the conflict between possessive passion and respectful

affection through the characters of Nikhilesh, Bimala and Sandip. Nikhilesh’s love is rooted in

trust and freedom, whereas Sandip represents manipulative and self-centred desire.

Similarly, Chokher Bali presents Binodini as a complex female character who refuses to

remain confined within patriarchal expectations. Through her, Tagore acknowledged

emotional complexity and individuality in women.

In Nastanirh, emotional intimacy emerges through intellectual companionship rather than

outward expressions of love. Likewise, Shesher Kobita presents a mature relationship based

on emotional clarity and intellectual equality, where love transcends conventional

institutional boundaries.

Tagore’s women characters, such as Mrinal in Streer Patra, symbolise silent resistance and

self-respect. His writings therefore remain relevant even today, particularly among younger

generations seeking authenticity, equality and emotional depth in relationships.

Thus, Tagore transformed the idea of love into a powerful expression of dignity, freedom and

human sensitivity, making his works timeless in both literary and social contexts.



10 May Assam Tribune editorial analysis: National Institutional

Ranking Framework has transformed the functioning & priorities of

Indian higher educational institutions. Critical examination of its

impact on teaching, research & academic culture. GS II

www.pragyanxetu.com

National Institutional Ranking Framework has emerged as a major instrument for assessing

the quality and performance of higher educational institutions in India. Introduced in 2015, it

has significantly influenced institutional governance, faculty evaluation and academic

priorities.

One of the major contributions of NIRF has been the promotion of accountability and

competition among institutions. Parameters such as teaching quality, research output,

graduation outcomes, inclusivity and perception have encouraged universities to improve

infrastructure, recruit qualified faculty and strengthen academic systems. The framework has

also pushed Indian institutions towards greater engagement with global research standards

and international visibility.

However, the growing emphasis on rankings has also produced several challenges. Teaching

is increasingly expected to become measurable through documentation, benchmarks and

performance indicators. This may undermine the traditional role of teachers as mentors and

intellectual guides. Similarly, the heavy weightage given to research publications, patents

and citations creates pressure on faculty members, especially in smaller institutions that lack

adequate funding, laboratories and academic networks.

The framework also overlooks socio-economic realities affecting graduation outcomes, as

factors like financial hardship and personal circumstances often influence student

performance beyond faculty control. Moreover, excessive dependence on rankings risks

reducing education to numerical indicators while ignoring creativity, critical thinking and

meaningful teacher-student relationships.

Despite these limitations, NIRF has improved transparency and institutional self-evaluation in

Indian higher education. The challenge lies in balancing measurable standards with the



10 May Assam Tribune editorial analysis: National Institutional

Ranking Framework has transformed the functioning & priorities of

Indian higher educational institutions. Critical examination of its

impact on teaching, research & academic culture. GS II

www.pragyanxetu.com

broader human and intellectual objectives of education.

Thus, rankings should serve as instruments for academic improvement rather than becoming

the sole measure of institutional excellence.



11 May Assam Tribune editorial analysis: In contemporary

democracies, political communication & media narratives often

influence public opinion during periods of crisis. Examine in the

context of recent debates surrounding UAP disclosures in the United

States. GS II

www.pragyanxetu.com

In modern democracies, governments increasingly rely on media narratives, strategic

communication and information management to shape public opinion during political or

geopolitical crises. The recent debates surrounding the disclosure of Unidentified Aerial

Phenomena (UAP) files in the United States highlight how sensitive information can become

intertwined with domestic political considerations.

The release of UAP-related documents by the US administration generated widespread public

curiosity because of long-standing fascination with extraterrestrial life and conspiracy

theories. Historical references such as the Roswell incident and astronaut accounts from

Apollo missions have contributed to public interest in such phenomena. At the same time, the

gradual and phased release of documents reflects the growing role of information

management in sustaining public engagement.

Critics argue that such disclosures may sometimes function as political distractions during

periods of declining public approval, international conflict or domestic controversy. In

democratic systems, governments often attempt to control public discourse by shifting media

attention towards emotionally engaging or sensational issues. The rise of digital media and

instant information circulation has further intensified this tendency.

However, excessive politicisation of information can weaken institutional credibility and

public trust. Sensational narratives may overshadow substantive policy debates relating to

war, governance or economic challenges. Moreover, conspiracy-driven discourse can

encourage misinformation and polarisation within society.

At the same time, transparency and declassification of historical records remain important for

democratic accountability and informed public discussion. Governments must therefore

balance national security concerns, public curiosity and responsible communication.



11 May Assam Tribune editorial analysis: In contemporary

democracies, political communication & media narratives often

influence public opinion during periods of crisis. Examine in the

context of recent debates surrounding UAP disclosures in the United

States. GS II

www.pragyanxetu.com

Thus, the UAP debate demonstrates how media narratives and strategic disclosures have

become important instruments in shaping political perception and public attention in

contemporary democracies.



12 May Assam Tribune editorial analysis: Northeast has increasingly

emerged as a strategic & developmental frontier under India’s Act

East Policy. Discuss major dimensions of transformation in the region

in recent years. GS Paper II – Governance & Development

www.pragyanxetu.com

The Northeastern region of India has witnessed significant socio-economic and infrastructural

transformation in recent years. Through the Act East Policy, the region has been repositioned

from a geographically isolated frontier to a strategic gateway connecting India with Southeast

Asia.

Connectivity has emerged as a major pillar of development. Expansion of highways, railway

networks, inland waterways and regional air connectivity under the UDAN scheme has

improved mobility and economic integration. Border trade infrastructure and strategic

bridges have strengthened regional trade and logistics, while digital connectivity through

optical fibre and mobile networks has enhanced access to education, healthcare and

governance services.

The region has also benefited from increased central funding and targeted welfare

programmes in sectors such as health, education, skill development and rural infrastructure.

Greater emphasis on peace-building and engagement with insurgent groups has improved

stability and encouraged investment and tourism.

Agriculture, horticulture, handicrafts and organic farming have received policy support,

creating livelihood opportunities and promoting sustainable development. Tourism and

cultural heritage promotion have further strengthened regional identity. Initiatives such as

the recognition of Charaideo Maidams and promotion of cultural events have enhanced the

global visibility of the Northeast.

Women’s empowerment through self-help groups and entrepreneurship schemes, along with

investments in youth development and sports infrastructure, have also contributed to

inclusive growth.



12 May Assam Tribune editorial analysis: Northeast has increasingly

emerged as a strategic & developmental frontier under India’s Act

East Policy. Discuss major dimensions of transformation in the region

in recent years. GS Paper II – Governance & Development

www.pragyanxetu.com

However, challenges such as ecological vulnerability, uneven development, unemployment

and concerns regarding cultural preservation continue to require attention.

Thus, the transformation of the Northeast reflects an integrated development approach

combining connectivity, cultural identity, strategic importance and inclusive governance.



13 May Assam Tribune editorial analysis: Despite significant

improvement in school infrastructure, Assam continues to face

serious challenges in student retention & transition to higher

education. Reasons & measures to improve educational outcomes. GS

2

www.pragyanxetu.com

NITI Aayog data highlights that Assam has achieved major progress in improving educational

infrastructure over the past decade. Access to electricity, sanitation facilities, internet

connectivity and digital infrastructure in schools has expanded significantly, contributing to

better learning conditions and educational accessibility.

However, infrastructure development has not translated into proportional improvements in

student retention and educational continuity. Assam continues to report low Gross Enrolment

Ratio (GER) at the higher secondary level and high dropout rates, particularly at the

secondary stage. This reflects deeper socio-economic and systemic challenges.

One major reason is economic vulnerability among families, especially in rural and tribal

areas. Poverty, child labour and household responsibilities often force students to discontinue

education. Early marriage and gender-related barriers also affect continuation of education,

particularly among girls.

Quality of education remains another concern. Many schools continue to face shortages of

trained teachers, weak learning outcomes and limited career guidance. Poor academic

engagement often discourages students from pursuing higher studies. In remote regions,

geographical barriers and transport constraints further reduce educational access.

Digital inequality also persists despite increased connectivity. Many students lack access to

digital devices, stable internet and supportive learning environments at home. Social factors

such as low parental literacy and lack of awareness regarding higher education opportunities

further contribute to dropouts.

To improve educational outcomes, Assam requires targeted scholarships, stronger

counselling systems, transport facilities and community awareness programmes. Enhancing



13 May Assam Tribune editorial analysis: Despite significant

improvement in school infrastructure, Assam continues to face

serious challenges in student retention & transition to higher

education. Reasons & measures to improve educational outcomes. GS

2

www.pragyanxetu.com

teacher training, vocational education and digital inclusion can also strengthen retention.

Thus, sustainable educational progress requires not only better infrastructure but also

inclusive policies addressing social, economic and learning-related barriers.



14 May Assam Tribune editorial analysis: Climate resilience is

becoming essential for human survival in the era of climate change.

Discuss the importance of resilience in agriculture, water

management & ecological adaptation. GS III

www.pragyanxetu.com

Climate change has emerged as one of the greatest threats to human civilisation, affecting

food security, water availability, biodiversity and public health. In this context, resilience —

the ability to withstand and adapt to environmental stress — has become critical for

sustainable survival and development.

Agricultural resilience is especially important because climate change is increasing the

frequency of droughts, floods and erratic rainfall. Traditional and indigenous crops often

possess greater adaptive capacity compared to intensive monoculture systems. For instance,

deep-water paddy varieties such as Bao dhan in Assam can survive both drought and floods,

while crops like millets and chickpeas tolerate hot and dry conditions. Such resilient

agricultural practices are essential for ensuring long-term food security.

Water management is another key dimension of resilience. Innovative approaches such as

artificial glaciers developed by Sonam Wangchuk in Ladakh demonstrate how local

adaptation can address water scarcity in fragile ecosystems. Similarly, Israel’s advanced

techniques in water conservation, recycling and efficient irrigation show the importance of

sustainable resource management in climate-vulnerable regions.

Ecological resilience is also visible in how species adapt to changing environments. However,

many organisms face extinction due to habitat loss and limited adaptive capacity. Climate-

induced migration of marine species, frogs and yaks reflects the growing ecological

imbalance caused by rising temperatures.

Long-term resilience requires innovation, ecosystem restoration and global cooperation.

Initiatives such as China’s “Great Green Wall” project highlight the role of afforestation in

combating desertification and climate change.



14 May Assam Tribune editorial analysis: Climate resilience is

becoming essential for human survival in the era of climate change.

Discuss the importance of resilience in agriculture, water

management & ecological adaptation. GS III

www.pragyanxetu.com

Thus, building climate resilience through sustainable agriculture, water conservation and

ecological adaptation is essential to secure humanity’s future in an increasingly uncertain

environment.


