“The Mahatma's Manifesto” by Rajesh Talwar

Important books and authors in news for upcoming CCE

Overview: The book critically analyzes Mahatma Gandhi’s Hind Swaraj,

questioning its idealistic and potentially impractical vision.

Key Argument: Talwar challenges Gandhi’s ideas on modernity,
industrialization, and Western thought, calling them archaic and

regressive.

Criticism of Gandhi’'s Views:

Gandhi was skeptical of industrialization, machines, and cities.

He allegedly would have opposed railways and large-scale industrial

growth.

His rejection of Western modernity is seen as impractical in a

contemporary globalized world.

Balanced Perspective: While acknowledging Gandhi’'s greatness and his
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contributions to non-violence, Talwar argues that Hind Swaraj should be

reexamined and criticized.

Relevance: The book prompts a reassessment of Gandhi’s legacy and its

implications for Indian history and politics.

APSC Relevance:

Useful for Ethics (GS-1V) - Gandhi’s philosophy and its critiques.

Important for Modern Indian History (GS-1) - Understanding Hind Swaraj

and its impact.

Relevant in Essay Papers - Debate on idealism vs. pragmatism in

governance.
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