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The United States and Israel reportedly carried out a joint military operation, Operation Epic

Fury (Operation Genesis), against Iran, leading to the death of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali

Khamenei and several senior officials. The development has triggered a wider regional

conflict, sharply escalating tensions in West Asia.

The crisis poses major global challenges, including risks to the Strait of Hormuz, a vital oil

transit route, causing rising fuel prices and inflationary pressures. It has also intensified

regional polarisation, compelling Gulf states such as Qatar and Oman to reconsider their

neutral diplomatic positions.

APSC Relevance: Important for West Asia geopolitics, global energy security and

contemporary international conflicts.


