Kingdoms in Western India: Maitrakas of Vallabhi and Chalukyas of

Gujarat

These dynasties were important regional powers in Gujarat and western India between the
6th and 13th centuries CE, contributing significantly to regional politics, culture, and

religion.

1. Maitrakas of Vallabhi (c. 475 CE - 775
CE)

Origin and Territory

= Emerged after the decline of the Gupta Empire.
» Capital: Vallabhi (modern-day Bhavnagar district, Gujarat).

= Likely founded by a former Gupta governor, Senapati Bhatarka.

Political History

» The Maitrakas served initially as feudatories of the Guptas but asserted independence in

the 6th century.

= Vallabhi remained a prominent center of power until its destruction by Arab invaders
(possibly around 775 CE).

Key Rulers

= Bhatarka (founder): Set up an independent rule.
= Dhruvasena Baladitya: Received Chinese pilgrim Xuanzang (Hiuen Tsang), who
praised the kingdom’s administration.

* Dhruvasena Il Baladitya: Patron of Buddhism and close to Harshavardhana.
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Administration

= Governed through provincial governors, local chieftains, and a bureaucracy modeled
after the Guptas.

» Vallabhi was noted for efficient civil administration and internal stability.

Religion and Culture

= Initially Shaivite, but later patrons of both Buddhism and Vaishnavism.
» Vallabhi was a major Buddhist learning center, on par with Nalanda.
» Hosted Xuanzang, who noted the presence of 100 monasteries and 6,000 monks.

= The kingdom supported Sanskrit learning and Buddhist scholarship.

Decline

» Fell after attacks by Arabs from Sindh and internal conflicts around the 8th century.

2. Chalukyas of Gujarat (Solankis) (c. 940
CE - 1244 CE)

Origin and Territory

= Also known as Solankis, they ruled over Anahilapataka (modern Patan) in Gujarat.
= Considered a branch of the Later Chalukyas of Karnataka, they emerged after the

decline of the Pratiharas.
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Key Rulers

= Mularaja I (c. 940-995): Founder of the dynasty; consolidated Gujarat and resisted
Paramaras.

= Bhimadeva I (c. 1022-1064): Repelled the Mahmud of Ghazni’s invasion.

= Kumarapala (c. 1143-1172): A great builder and patron of Jainism.

= Jayasimha Siddharaja: Expanded territory and patronized scholars.

Administration

= Centralized monarchy with feudal elements.

= Ruled through a system of mandalas (provinces) and bhogas (villages).

= Maintained a well-organized army and promoted trade through coastal towns like
Cambay (Khambhat).

Religion and Culture

= Initially Hindu (Shaivism), but later kings like Kumarapala adopted Jainism under
Acharya Hemachandra.
» Patronized temples, mathas, and monastic institutions.

= Major patrons of Sanskrit, Prakrit, and Jain literature.

Architectural Contributions

» Flourished during the Solanki style of temple architecture:
= Modhera Sun Temple (built by Bhimadeva I).
* Dilwara Temples at Mount Abu (under Solanki patronage).

= Characterized by intricate carvings, step-wells, and sculptural elegance.
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Decline

= Weakened by internal conflicts, Paramara rivalry, and repeated Muslim invasions.
» Defeated finally by Qutbuddin Aibak’s forces in the early 13th century, marking the

advent of Delhi Sultanate in Gujarat.

Conclusion

Both the Maitrakas of Vallabhi and Chalukyas of Gujarat (Solankis) were instrumental in
shaping the cultural, religious, and political landscape of Western India. While the
Maitrakas were known for early Buddhist patronage, the Solankis left a lasting legacy in
temple architecture and Jain scholarship. These kingdoms also played an important role
in resisting northern invasions, maintaining regional autonomy, and encouraging trade

and learning in Western India.
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