Immigration and Foreigners Bill, 2025 - Key Highlights

1. Context & Importance

Union Home Minister Amit Shah introduced and defended the Immigration and Foreigners
Bill, 2025 in the Lok Sabha.

The Bill aims to strengthen national security and requlate the entry, stay, and exit of

foreigners.

Passed through a voice vote after opposition amendments were rejected.

2. Key Provisions of the Bill

Strict Action Against lllegal Entry:

Use of forged passports/visas for entering, staying, or exiting India will be punishable with up

to 7 years of imprisonment and a fine up to 10 lakh.

Enhanced Monitoring:

Ensures real-time tracking of foreigners visiting India.

National Security Focus:

Welcomes those coming for business, education, and investment but promises stringent

action against security threats.

Boost to Economy & Education:
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Aims to promote trade, manufacturing, and help Indian universities gain global recognition.

3. Government’s Stand

Amit Shah emphasized that India is not a “Dharamshala” (rest house) for illegal migrants.

The Bill is essential for security, economic growth, and international reputation.

Ensures India gets updated information on all foreigners visiting the country.

4. Implications

Enhanced border control and surveillance.

Deters illegal immigration and fraud related to travel documents.

Encourages legitimate global participation in India’s economy while safeguarding national

interests
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