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1-10: Festivals and Celebrations

Mysore Dussehra: The 400-year-old festival is celebrated with royal1.

grandeur, attracting thousands of tourists to witness elephant

processions and cultural performances.

Chhau Dance Festival: This traditional masked dance from West2.

Bengal, Jharkhand, and Odisha combines martial arts and storytelling,

offering tourists a glimpse of regional folklore.

Torgya Festival: Celebrated in Arunachal Pradesh by the Monpa3.

community, this festival focuses on driving away evil spirits and

includes colorful masked dances, attracting cultural tourists.

Hemis Festival, Ladakh: The largest monastic festival of Ladakh, it4.

celebrates the birth anniversary of Guru Padmasambhava and draws

tourists to witness mystical masked dances.

Bastar Dussehra: Lasting 75 days, this Dussehra celebration in5.

Chhattisgarh is unique and indigenous to the tribal culture, showcasing

the fusion of Hinduism and local tribal beliefs.

Bhandara Festival (Buffalo Carnival): Celebrated in Maharashtra’s6.

Khandoba temple, this peculiar festival involves a turmeric-throwing

ceremony, adding curiosity for travelers.
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Hornbill Festival: Held in Nagaland, it is known as the “Festival of7.

Festivals” and showcases the indigenous culture of various Naga

tribes, attracting tourists globally. Location: Kisama, District: Kohima.

Heritage Village houses the morungs of all the 17 ethnic groups of

Nagaland

Durga Puja in Kolkata: UNESCO declared this festival as an8.

intangible cultural heritage of humanity, making it a major cultural

attraction for tourists. The festival contributes 2.58% of West Bengal’s

Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

Ziro Music Festival: In Arunachal Pradesh, this festival combines9.

contemporary and traditional music with local Apatani culture,

appealing to music lovers and cultural tourists.

SulaFest: A lesser-known music and wine festival held at Sula10.

Vineyards, Maharashtra, blending wine tourism with live music

performances.

11-20: Dance and Music

Manipuri Ras Leela: This classical dance from Manipur, based on the11.

life of Lord Krishna, is renowned for its grace and spiritual depth,
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drawing cultural tourists.

Mohiniyattam: A classical dance form from Kerala, it tells enchanting12.

stories of love and devotion through elegant hand gestures and

expressions, often performed for tourists at cultural centers.

Kalbelia Dance: This Rajasthan dance form, performed by the13.

Kalbelia tribe, mimics the movements of a serpent and has been

recognized as UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Manganiar Folk Music: The Manganiars of Rajasthan are a caste of14.

hereditary musicians who have gained international attention, making

their performances a draw for music tourism.

Garba and Dandiya Raas: While known as part of Navratri, Garba is15.

more than a dance; it’s a cultural experience that promotes tourism in

Gujarat, especially in October.

Yakshagana: This traditional theater form from Karnataka combines16.

dance, music, dialogue, and costume design, immersing tourists in a

unique performance style.

Sattriya Dance: An ancient classical dance from Assam, developed by17.

the Vaishnava saint Sankardev, it plays a key role in Assam’s cultural

tourism, especially in monasteries. Sattriya dances differ from other
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dance forms in its basic stance. For male it is known as Purush Pak

while for female, Prakriti Pak

Baul Music: The Baul singers of West Bengal, with their spiritual songs18.

and unconventional lifestyle, attract cultural enthusiasts to the rural

festivals and fairs of Bengal.

Lavani: A combination of traditional song and dance, this energetic19.

form from Maharashtra draws attention for its rhythmic movements

and colorful costumes.

Therukoothu: An ancient Tamil street theater, Therukoothu,20.

performed in villages, focuses on mythological stories and appeals to

tourists exploring Tamil Nadu’s traditional arts.

21-30: Architecture and Monuments

Great Living Chola Temples: These UNESCO World Heritage temples21.

in Tamil Nadu represent the peak of Chola architecture and continue to

attract tourists from around the world.

Victoria Memorial, Kolkata: This iconic structure combines British22.

and Mughal architectural styles and is a focal point for heritage tourism

in West Bengal.
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Sun Temple, Modhera: The 11th-century Sun Temple in Gujarat,23.

dedicated to the solar deity, is known for its intricate carvings and is

less visited than the more famous Konark Sun Temple.

Shekhawati Region: Known as the “open art gallery of Rajasthan,”24.

Shekhawati is famous for its painted havelis (mansions) and frescoes,

attracting heritage tourists.

Meenakshi Temple, Madurai: An architectural marvel, it draws25.

tourists not just for its religious significance but for its remarkable

Dravidian architecture.

Bhimbetka Rock Shelters: A UNESCO site in Madhya Pradesh, these26.

ancient rock paintings provide insights into prehistoric human

settlements in India and are a popular site for history enthusiasts.

Key Monastery: This ancient Tibetan Buddhist monastery in Spiti,27.

Himachal Pradesh, offers tourists breathtaking views of the Spiti Valley

and insight into monastic life.

Jama Masjid, Delhi: One of the largest mosques in India, built by28.

Shah Jahan, it represents Islamic architecture and draws tourists

interested in Mughal history.

Leh Palace: Overlooking Leh, this 17th-century palace is often29.
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referred to as a miniature version of the Potala Palace in Tibet and

attracts history lovers and trekkers alike.

Rani ki Vav: This intricately carved stepwell in Gujarat is a UNESCO30.

World Heritage Site, attracting tourists for its unique architecture and

historical significance.

31-40: Handicrafts and Textiles

Pattachitra: This traditional scroll painting from Odisha and West31.

Bengal has been passed down for centuries and is a significant part of

India’s cultural heritage tourism.

Phulkari: Originating in Punjab, this traditional embroidery style has32.

been revived as part of cultural tourism, especially among textile

enthusiasts.

Channapatna Toys: Known as the “toy town” of Karnataka,33.

Channapatna’s handcrafted wooden toys have been part of Indian folk

art for centuries and are an eco-friendly tourist attraction.

Banarasi Silk: One of the finest traditional silk fabrics in India, woven34.

in Varanasi, attracts textile lovers and tourists to local weaving

workshops.
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Dokra Craft: An ancient metal casting craft practiced by tribal35.

artisans in West Bengal and Odisha, it draws tourists looking for ethnic

art and handicrafts.

Blue Pottery of Jaipur: This art form, known for its cobalt blue glaze,36.

is unique to Jaipur and is popular among tourists seeking handmade

souvenirs.

Kutch Embroidery: Kutch, Gujarat, is famous for its mirror work and37.

vibrant embroidery, attracting tourists interested in ethnic textiles and

traditional crafts.

Pashmina Shawls: Originating in Kashmir, these luxurious shawls are38.

globally renowned, drawing tourists interested in high-quality

handmade textiles.

Chikankari Embroidery: A form of intricate hand embroidery from39.

Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, it is popular among tourists for its delicate

design and craftsmanship.

Terracotta Art of Bishnupur: Bishnupur in West Bengal is famous for40.

its terracotta temples and art, which has become a draw for tourists

interested in traditional Indian sculpture.
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41-50: Cultural Tourism Initiatives

Incredible India Campaign: This government initiative has41.

significantly boosted India’s visibility as a cultural tourism destination

on the global map.

Swadesh Darshan Scheme: A central government scheme aimed at42.

promoting theme-based tourism circuits, such as the Buddhist Circuit

and the Heritage Circuit.

Bharat Parv: An annual event organized by the Ministry of Tourism, it43.

showcases India’s rich cultural diversity through performances,

exhibitions, and cuisine.

Rural Tourism Initiatives: Government programs like the Rural44.

Tourism Scheme promote villages with rich traditions, such as

Raghurajpur in Odisha, famous for Pattachitra painting.

Buddhist Tourism Circuit: This circuit connects key sites of Buddhist45.

heritage across India, including Bodh Gaya and Sarnath, attracting

pilgrims and cultural tourists.

Kumbh Mela: Recognized by UNESCO as Intangible Cultural Heritage,46.

this largest human gathering on Earth is a major attraction for both

religious and cultural tourists.
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Ethnic Village Tourism: States like Nagaland and Gujarat have47.

developed ethnic villages to allow tourists to experience indigenous

lifestyles and traditions.

Eco-Tourism in Sikkim: Sikkim promotes eco-cultural tourism by48.

preserving its unique culture while encouraging environmentally

responsible travel.

Handicraft Village Initiatives: Various states have set up dedicated49.

craft villages, such as Shilpgram in Udaipur, to provide tourists with

authentic experiences of local crafts.

Homestay Tourism in Northeast India: To promote the culture of50.

Northeast India, homestay programs allow tourists to experience local

traditions, food, and customs firsthand. eg Amar Alohi of Assam


