APSC Prelims 2025: focus areas of NITI forum for northeast India (CCE
2022 topic)

The NITI Forum for Northeast India, established in 2018 by the NITI Aayog in
collaboration with the Ministry of Development of the North Eastern Region (DONER),
aims to catalyze sustainable and inclusive development in the Northeastern region of India.
This forum focuses on harnessing the region’s unique strengths while addressing its

developmental challenges.

1. Agriculture and Allied Activities

* Promoting agriculture modernization and crop diversification to enhance productivity
and farmer incomes.

= Strengthening the region’s potential in organic farming and horticulture, leveraging its
favorable climate and biodiversity.

= Enhancing the scope of allied sectors such as animal husbandry, fisheries, and

sericulture.

2. Connectivity and Infrastructure

= Developing road, rail, air, and inland waterways to improve both intraregional and
interstate connectivity.

= Boosting cross-border trade through enhanced connectivity with neighboring countries
like Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Myanmar.

= Expanding digital connectivity for better governance and access to services.
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3. Tourism and Cultural Integration

= Positioning the region as a hub for eco-tourism, adventure tourism, and cultural
tourism, given its rich natural and cultural heritage.
= Promoting the Northeastern states as a global destination through innovative campaigns

and local community participation.

4. Industrial Development and Skill Enhancement

= Encouraging investments in small-scale industries, particularly in handicrafts,
handlooms, and food processing, which are traditional strengths of the region.
» Establishing skill development programs aligned with local and global market needs to

boost employability.

5. Energy and Renewable Resources

= Tapping into the region’s hydropower potential, ensuring sustainable and balanced
energy development.
» Promoting solar and wind energy projects to reduce dependency on conventional

power sources.
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6. Environment and Biodiversity Conservation

= Implementing strategies to address challenges like deforestation, land degradation,
and flood control, especially along the Brahmaputra River basin.
» Ensuring the preservation of the region’s rich biodiversity, integrating traditional

knowledge systems with modern conservation techniques.

7. Cross-Border Trade and Act East Policy

= Strengthening trade ties with ASEAN countries by leveraging the region’s
geographical advantage under India’s Act East Policy.
» Enhancing regional trade and commerce by improving logistics and reducing regulatory

bottlenecks.

8. Health and Education

= Addressing disparities in healthcare infrastructure, focusing on primary and secondary
healthcare services.
= Enhancing access to quality education, including vocational and higher education, while

preserving the region’s linguistic and cultural diversity.
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9. Disaster Risk Management

= Developing strategies to mitigate natural disasters, such as floods and landslides,
which are recurrent in the region.

= Strengthening early warning systems and promoting climate-resilient infrastructure.

10. Promoting Regional Integration

= Encouraging collaborations among Northeastern states to share best practices in
governance and development.
= Strengthening people-to-people connectivity to foster a sense of shared identity and

purpose.

Conclusion

The NITI Forum for Northeast India is a platform for converging efforts and resources to
unlock the region’s vast potential. Its multi-sectoral focus aims to bridge developmental gaps
and integrate the Northeast into India’s growth narrative, contributing significantly to

national progress.
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