APSC Enforcement Inspector: 20 Most important Traffic terms

Here are some unique traffic terms and concepts, along with their meanings:
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. Zebra Crossing - A pedestrian crosswalk marked with white stripes, resembling a

zebra's pattern. It's designed for safe pedestrian crossing.

Bottleneck - A point on the road where traffic flow is restricted or slowed, usually due to
lane reduction, construction, or an accident, leading to congestion.

Dead Man’s Curve - A sharp bend or dangerous curve on the road, often associated
with a high rate of accidents due to its visibility or angle.

HOV Lane (High-Occupancy Vehicle Lane) - A lane reserved for vehicles with multiple

passengers, encouraging carpooling and reducing congestion.

. Jaywalking - Crossing the street unlawfully or outside designated pedestrian crosswalks,

which can be dangerous in heavy traffic areas.

. Gridlock - When traffic congestion becomes so severe that no movement is possible,

often occurring at intersections where vehicles block each other.
Roundabout - A circular intersection where drivers move counterclockwise around a

central island to manage traffic flow more efficiently than traditional stop signs or signals.

. Ghost Driver - A driver going in the opposite direction of traffic, often seen as extremely

dangerous, as it causes a high risk of head-on collisions.

. Chicane - A series of tight turns in a road designed to slow down traffic, usually in

residential areas or on race tracks.

Slip Road - A small road connecting major roads to facilitate entering or exiting without
interrupting the main traffic flow, often used near highways.

Tailgating - Driving too close to the vehicle in front, a dangerous behavior that can lead
to rear-end collisions.

Traffic Calming - Measures like speed bumps or raised crosswalks used to slow down
traffic in residential or high-pedestrian areas to improve safety.

Rush Hour - Peak times during the day, typically in the morning and evening, when

www.pragyanxetu.com



14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

APSC Enforcement Inspector: 20 Most important Traffic terms

traffic congestion is at its highest due to commuters.

Berm - The shoulder or edge of a road, often unpaved, which may serve as an
emergency stopping space for vehicles.

Speed Trap - A designated area where law enforcement monitors and enforces speed
limits, often with radar or speed cameras.

Slipstreaming - A technique where a vehicle closely follows another to reduce wind
resistance, mostly used in racing but sometimes seen in traffic.

Stop-and-Go Waves - A phenomenon where traffic stops and starts in waves due to a
slowdown caused by a vehicle braking or road obstacles.

Curbside Lane - The lane closest to the curb, often reserved for loading/unloading or
buses.

Blind Spot - Areas around a vehicle that the driver cannot directly observe, often posing
a risk when changing lanes or merging.

Amber Gambler - A term for drivers who accelerate to get through a yellow traffic light

before it turns red, often risking an accident.

Each of these terms relates to different aspects of traffic behavior, safety measures, or road

structures, helping describe common scenarios encountered on roads.
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