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Concert tourism, a dynamic form of cultural tourism, has gained momentum worldwide as

music enthusiasts travel across regions to experience live performances. In Assam, concert

tourism is emerging as a significant driver of both cultural revival and economic growth. The

state’s rich musical heritage, coupled with a growing appetite for contemporary and fusion

music, provides fertile ground for this niche tourism sector.

CULTURAL RESONANCE OF MUSIC IN ASSAM

Assam’s music scene is deeply rooted in its folk traditions, with Bihu songs, Bagurumba, and

Sattriya music forming the core of its cultural identity. The state’s younger generation is now

blending these traditional sounds with modern genres like rock, jazz, and electronic dance

music (EDM). Prominent artists such as Zubeen Garg, Papon, and Joi Barua have gained

national recognition, further amplifying Assam’s musical voice.

Concerts and music festivals not only celebrate this fusion but also serve as platforms for

local artists to showcase their talent to a broader audience. Events like the Rongali Festival,

Brahmaputra Raga Jazz Festival, and Ziro Festival of Music (though technically in Arunachal

Pradesh, it draws massive crowds from Assam) have already carved a niche in the regional

concert circuit.

ECONOMIC AND TOURISTIC IMPACT

Boost to Local Economy: Concert tourism stimulates various sectors — from hospitality1.

and transport to food and merchandise. Hotels, guest houses, and homestays see a surge

in bookings during major music events, while local eateries and craftspeople benefit from

increased footfall.

Employment Generation: Organizing large-scale concerts requires manpower for event2.
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management, security, stage setup, and marketing, providing both direct and indirect

employment opportunities, especially for youth.

Branding Assam as a Cultural Hub: Well-organized music events enhance Assam’s3.

image as a vibrant cultural destination, attracting not just domestic tourists but also

international music lovers.

Promotion of Rural Tourism: Many concerts and festivals in Assam are hosted in4.

scenic rural settings, promoting eco-tourism. This encourages visitors to explore lesser-

known destinations, boosting rural economies.

CHALLENGES IN PROMOTING CONCERT TOURISM

Despite its potential, concert tourism in Assam faces several hurdles:

Infrastructure Gaps: Insufficient world-class venues, poor road connectivity in remote

areas, and unreliable power supply can hinder event organization.

Security Concerns: Managing large crowds and ensuring the safety of tourists is crucial,

especially given the region’s history of unrest.

Environmental Impact: Large gatherings can exert pressure on local ecosystems,

necessitating sustainable event management practices.

Funding and Sponsorship: Lack of corporate sponsorships and limited government

funding often restrict the scale and frequency of music events.

THE WAY FORWARD

Infrastructure Development: Building dedicated concert arenas, improving1.

transportation networks, and ensuring stable power supply are vital.

Policy Support: The state government could introduce incentives for organizers,2.

streamline permissions for events, and foster public-private partnerships to fund festivals.
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Promotion and Marketing: Leveraging social media, collaborating with travel3.

influencers, and participating in global tourism fairs can spotlight Assam’s concert tourism

potential.

Sustainability Measures: Encouraging eco-friendly practices like banning single-use4.

plastics, using renewable energy for concerts, and setting up waste management systems

will ensure environmental protection.

Skill Development: Training local youth in event management, sound engineering, and5.

digital marketing will create a skilled workforce for the concert tourism industry.

CONCLUSION

Concert tourism in Assam stands at the intersection of culture and commerce, offering a

unique way to celebrate the state’s musical legacy while driving economic growth. By

addressing existing challenges and adopting innovative strategies, Assam can strike the right

chord to become a prominent destination for music tourism, resonating with travelers and

artists alike.


