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Introduction

In the digital age, social media has become an integral part of daily life, connecting

individuals across the globe and fostering communication, creativity, and information

sharing. While its benefits are undeniable, the unregulated and excessive use of social media

poses significant risks to mental health. It is crucial to understand the psychological impact of

social media and implement strategies to mitigate its negative effects.

The Mental Health Risks of Social Media

Anxiety and Depression: Studies have shown a strong correlation between prolonged1.

social media use and increased levels of anxiety and depression. The constant exposure

to idealized representations of others’ lives can lead to feelings of inadequacy, low self-

esteem, and a fear of missing out (FOMO).

Cyberbullying and Harassment: Social media platforms can become breeding grounds2.

for cyberbullying, where individuals face online harassment, hate speech, and personal

attacks. Such experiences often result in emotional distress, social withdrawal, and even

suicidal tendencies.

Addiction and Dopamine Triggers: Social media algorithms are designed to maximize3.

user engagement, often triggering dopamine releases through likes, comments, and

shares. This creates an addictive cycle, where users compulsively check their accounts,

disrupting sleep patterns, productivity, and overall mental well-being.

Body Image Issues: Platforms like Instagram and TikTok often emphasize physical4.

appearance and beauty standards, leading to body dysmorphia, eating disorders, and a

negative self-image, especially among adolescents and young adults.
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Information Overload and Stress: The constant influx of news, opinions, and viral5.

trends can overwhelm users, causing information fatigue. This perpetual state of being

“plugged in” can heighten stress levels and impair cognitive functioning.

Strategies to Mitigate Risks

Digital Literacy and Awareness: Educating users about the psychological impact of1.

social media and promoting critical thinking can empower individuals to engage more

mindfully online.

Time Management and Boundaries: Implementing screen time limits, using digital2.

well-being apps, and setting boundaries for online activity can help reduce compulsive

social media use.

Promoting Positive Online Spaces: Encouraging kindness, empathy, and constructive3.

dialogue online can create healthier digital environments, combating the toxic culture of

cyberbullying.

Mental Health Support and Counseling: Integrating mental health resources within4.

social media platforms and providing access to professional counseling can support users

struggling with online-induced stress.

Regulation and Platform Accountability: Governments and tech companies should5.

collaborate to establish policies that protect users, such as content moderation, age

restrictions, and transparency in algorithm design.

Conclusion

While social media offers remarkable opportunities for connection and self-expression, its

unchecked use poses tangible risks to mental health. By fostering digital literacy,

encouraging positive online behavior, and advocating for responsible platform practices,



AAO Essay 269: Access to social media and the risk to mental health

(FMO PYQ Topic)

www.pragyanxetu.com

society can strike a balance between connectivity and well-being. It is imperative to create a

digital ecosystem where technology uplifts rather than undermines mental health.


